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SPEECH. 

SUBJECT.— DEBT— RELIEF. 
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Ctntlemen of the Smafe^ 

and IJou9e of Rq)rt8entative8: 
It is now somethinif more than a 
handred years ai^o since that great 
and good man. Gen. Ogh'ihorpe, 
founder i f the Tolony of Geor^jia, 
feeling a ''eep coi cern for the huHer- 
iog dehtors of England, a largre num- 
ber of whom were bhut up in the 
dreary prisons of that countrv* hc^ 
i^ause ihey could not pay their dehts, 
seeing that they could not work while 
la jail, and earn money to satisfy the 
demand -i of their unrelenting credi- 
tors, while their families were suffer- 
ing for bread. Oglethorpe, entertain- 
ing a supreme contempt for the (oily 
of putting people in prison (or debt, 
•and being a man of influence, and at 
that time a membir of Parliament, 
prevailed on the King and the honor 
able body of which he was a mem* 
ber, Ui agree to a plan for their relief. 
The pla:> agreed on, was to librrM 
ate all Irom conlinement who would 
go to America, and settle in the wil- 
derness south of the Savannah river. 
In the autumn of 1782, a year made 
memorable in the annals of the world, 
by the birth of George Washing; ton, 
Oglethorpe as their Governor, and a 
*large i umber from the debtors* pris- 
ons of the old conntry, sailed for the 
New VVnrld, and landed wht*re the 
■^M^ . <>^4&.^Y^>^M,^^ DOW stands. On 
that spot the kd venturers 6iittt - ItKfe* 
0mAins, Mifd iMJd ito fd«iMifeA4MW 
^ #»«•/ coloay of Chotgi^ 



I have ihus alluded to this brief 
historictal record, in show the cruelty 
and persecurfon.s which our ancestors 
endured frort( their i.earlb'ss oppres- 
sors in old .England, which caused 
them to bid^Fareweli to thoir native 
land forever, with all its fond and cher- 
ished recollections, to seek a home 
and resting plact* amidst the wilds oi 
our beloved Georgia. 

Ah? it would indeed prove a diflB- 
cult task, to tell the mingled feelings 
of joy and sorrow heaving the bos* 
oms of the adventurers;] .y in so un- 
expectedly emerging from solitary 
confinement, sorrow at thus being- 
driven frjm their native land to peril 
the stormy billows of the ocean, and 
beyond the trackless deep, seek a 
home in the wiMerness; a land never 
yet trodden by the white man, witk 
no companionship save that of the 
ferocious wild boasts and savage Ab- 
originese of America, roaming itf* 
wilds undisturbed. 

Genilemen of the General Assem^* 
bly, draw your own comparison be- 
tween the condition and circumstan- 
ces surrounding those of our ances- 
try, who landed on the soil we now 
tread under this strange and trying 
ordeal, and that of their posterity in 
these latter days. The contempla- 
tion of this solemn subject must lead 
us to exclaim m agony of soul: Oh! 

kii»x \he ^loae oC the war; and ad* 



'journment bfthe Reconsrtruction Con- 
vention, looking abroad over our des- 
olated land; seeing that about three** 
"fourths of the wealth of our poople 
had been d stroyed by emancipation, 
State repudiation, by fire and the 
sword: while millions of personal 
indebtedness was in existence based 
on property thus destroyed. I was 
led to inquire what should, and must 
be done to save our people from fi- 
nancial ruin. Those of my own blood 
-and kindred race and color, 

I thought from the signs looming 
up in the horizon, unless relief be 
given, a vast majority of the bone 
and sinew, the patriotic, the generous, 
the sole reprts lory of a national hon- 
or and a^ national glory ; tliose upon 
whom perils and hardshipH of^ the 
late bloody struggle hud fallen with 
peculiar violence— must sink down 
inevitably into the vail of poverty 
without Lejfisiative intervention. — 
And that a rigorous enforcement of 
existing laws, by a co ordinate branch 
of the Government, would be a death 
blow to the people,, and place them 
far below a level, of the millions of 
the manumitted African race, in their 
financial affairs. 

In the contemplation of this solemn 
subject, the exclamation has often 
crossed my m nd: Great God, shield 
our people from the violence of tlie 
impending storm — from the iron . 
hearted grasp of a few lucky monied 
men, who willsfiow no mercy — upon 
the alter of whose darkened souls 
not a spai'k of humanity has ever 
shown, with its benignant rays. 

With profound reverence, I would 
implore the searcher of all hearts, to 
purge out every pulsation of mine 
that beats not high in the cause of 
ieivil liberty. But I m««t «ay, I pre 
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fer the liberty of my own to thvt of' 
any other country; and the liberty of 
my own to that of any other race. — 
A vast majority of our people are in- 
volved, and without reliefs will in fu- 
ture only know what freedom is by 
name, not in reality. No man in 
debt is a freeman^ the deareat boon 
known to our poor, fallen, perishing 
htmtanity. 

In retrospectino^ the mighty past, 
I have in vain sought to bring tn 
ligfht, one solitary instance, amidst 
the uprising and downfall of empires 
and nations, recorded on the annals 
of history, from the present eventful 
period down the long dim vista of 
the world's progress for six thousand 
years to Creation's early dawn, to 
find a parallel for the present anoma- 
lous position of our nice and people, 
in these so'-called rebellious States 
which have just emerged from a 
bloody and destructive revolution, 
which will be known as the greai 
American rebellion of the I9lh cen- 
tury. 'J'he learned historian might 
rummage the archives of ancient lort' 
— plough up the whole classic field 
of antiquity in vain to find its 
parallel. 

I appear before you this cveniug. 
not in the capacity of an olBce-seek- 
er, or a politician; but as one of the 
people from the private walks of life, 
only professing to know somethmg 
of the wretched condition and neces- 
sities of my unfortunate lellow-coun- 
trymen. 1 know this subject tobt- 
one of vital moment, affecting the 
I resent and future generations. One 
in which almost every man, woman, 
and child are either directly or re- 
motely concerned. Twelve months 
ago, 1 was deeply impressed with the 
vast importance Involved m this mo- 
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Ctntlemm of the Smafe^ 

and IJouJie of Rq)rt8entativt8: 

It is now soinethinu more than a 
hundred years atro since that great 
and good man, Oen. Oghihorpe, 
founder i f the Tolony of Georgia, 
feeling a ''eep coi cern for the hulier- 
iog dehtofB of England, a large num- 
ber of whom were hhut up in the 
dreary prisons of that country, hc^ 
i^ause ihey could not pay their dehts, 
seeing that they could not work while 
la jail, and earn money to satisfy the 
demand -i of their unrelenting credi- 
tors, while their families were suffer- 
ing for bread. Oglethorpe, entertain- 
ing a supreme contempt for the folly 
of pulling people in prison (or debt, 
and being a man of influence, and at 
that time a member of Parliament, 
prevailed on the King and the honor 
able body of which he was a mem* 
ber, to agree to a plan for their relief. 

The piap. agreed on, was to liberM 
ate all from confinement who would 
go to America, and settle in the wil- 
derness south of the Savannah river. 
In the autumn of 1782, a year made 
memorable in the annals of the world, 
by the birth of George Washington, 
Oglethorpe as their Governor, and a 
*^large i umber from the debtors* pris- 
ons of the old country, sailed for the 
New VVnrld, and landed wht»re the 



I have I bus alluded to this brief 
historical record, to show the cruelty 
and persecurfons which our ancestors 
endured frortj their l.earlless oppres- 
sors in old .England, which caused 
them to bidifarewell to their native 
land forever, with all its fond and cher- 
ished recollections, to seek a home 
and resting place amidst the wilds oi 
our beloved Georgia. 

Ah? it would indeed prove a diflB- 
cult task, to tell the mingled feelings 
of joy and sorrow heaving the bos* 
cms of the adventurers; j y in so un- 
expectedly emerging from solitary 
confinement, sorrow at thus being- 
driven frjm their native land to peril 
the stormy billows of ihe ocean, and 
beyond the trackless deep, seek a 
home in the wiMerness; a land never 
yet trodden by the white man, witk 
no companioi;ship save that of the 
ferocious wild beasts and savage Ab- 
originese of America, roaming itt» 
wilds undisturbed. 

Genilemen of the General Assem^* 
bly, draw your own comparison be- 
tween the condition and circumstan- 
ces surrounding those of our ances- 
try, who landed on the soil we now 
tread under this strange and trying 
ordeal, and that of their posterity in 
these latter days. The contempla- 
tion of this solemn subject must lead 



cUy oi Say^nuah now stands. On us to exclaim in agony of soul: OM 
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journraent bf the Reconsrtruction Con- 
vention, looking abroad over our des- 
olated land; seeing that about three** 
'fourths of the wealth of our poople 
had been d slroyed by emancipation, 
State repudiation, by fire and the 
sword: while millions of personal 
indehtednesfs was in existence based 
on property thus destroyed. I was 
led to inquire what should, and must 
be done to save our people from fi- 
nancial ruin. Those of my own blood 
and kindred race and color. 

I thought from the signs looming 
up in the horizon, unless relief be 
given, a vast majt^rity of the bone 
and sinew, the patriotic, the generous, 
the sole reprts lory of a national hon- 
or and a/ national glory; tliose upon 
whom perils and hardships of^ the 
late bloody struggle had fallen with 
peculiar violence— must sink down 
inevitably into the vail of poverty 
without Legislative intervention. — 
And that a rigorous enforcement of 
existing laws, by a co ordinate branch 
of the Government, would be a death 
blow to the people,, and place them 
far below a level, of the millions of 
the manumitted African race, in their 
financiid affairs. 

In the contemplation ofthis solemn 
subject, the exclamation has often 
crossed my m nd: Great God, shield 
our people from the violence of tlie 
impending storm — from the iron, 
hearted grasp of a few lutky monied 
men, who will show no mercy — upon 
the alter of whose darkened souls 
not a spai'k of humanity has ever 
shown, with its benignant rays* 

With profound reverence, I would 
implore the searcher of all hearts, to 
purge out every pulsation of mine 
that beats not high in the cause of 
*ivil liberty. But I m««t tfay, I pre 
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fer the liberty of my own to thvt oP 
any other country; and the liberty of 
my own to that of any other race. — 
A vast majority of our people are in- 
volved, and without reliefs will in fu- 
ture only know what freedom is by 
name, not in reality. No man in 
debt is a freeman^ the dearest boon 
known to our poor, fallen, perishing 
humanity. 

In retrospect ing" the mighty past, 
I have in vain sought to bring to 
ligfht, one solitary instance, amidst 
the uprising and downfall of empires 
and nations, recorded on the annals 
of history, from the present eventful 
period down the long dim vista of 
the world's progress for six thousand 
years to Creation's early dawn, to 
find a parallel for the present anoma- 
lous position of our race and people, 
in these so-called rebellious States 
which have just emerged from a. 
bloody and destructive revolution, 
which will be known as the great 
American rebellion of the I9lh cen- 
tury. 'J'ho learned historian might 
rummage the archives of ancient lore 
— plough up the whole classic field 
of antiquity in vain to find its 
parallel. 

I appear before you this eveniug. 
not in the capacity of an olBce-seek- 
er, or a politician; but as one of the 
people from the private walks of life, 
only profesning to know something 
of the wretched condition and neces- 
sities o^ my unfortunate iellow-coun- 
trymen. 1 know this subject to-be 
one of vital moment, affecting the 
I resent and future generations. Onc- 
in which almost every man, woman, 
and child are either directly or rt;- 
motely concerned. Twelve months 
ago, 1 was deeply impressed with the 
vast importance InWved in tins mo- 



mentoufi question. It had but few 
•ff lends ht ^hat time, but, I am pro 
foundly thankful to Almighty God 
that its friends now are Irgion all 
over the State with the welcome 
news that they are stHl increasing. 

It is to be expected thatithere will 
be opposition to reHefizi aliiiost evory 
section; and I regret t)l»ere is bitter 
hostily against any reHtf whatever, 
by a few; yet there is great consola- 
tion to be derived from the fact, that 
this hostility is not from principle, 
but alone from self-interest No man 
upon earth can sustain himself, and 
show that he is an opponent of this 
cause of humanity and civiUzaticn 
from principle. Sympathy, justice 
and honesty, alike demand an eqnita^ 
hie adjustment of these financial diffi- 
cultie:^. 

It is a great principle recognized 
by all writers on moral science, that 
we are formed for society, and unless 
perverted from onr natural channel, 
we have tendencies manifestly direct- 
ed to ihe good of society. Our phi- 
losophy is, therefore, false to nature 
— when it assumes that every man 
ought to live for himself. Now, the 
loss of 9-tenths of the money due the 
creditor in our State would not do rn- 
jury to society, while if no relief were 
given, society would be torn up root 
and branch* This is a contest be- 
tween a landed aristoeracy and the 
people. There is enough personal 
indebtedness in the hands of a few tin 
each county in Georgia, to buy vp 
every foot of land in the State if forc- 
ed to sale. 

Between two courses of conduct 

we are under moral obligation to 

choose that vtfhich will conduce most 

to universal -good. All the world 

:«ho«U.reprobAte IheinaQ^iiaYing al* 



ready a competency in life, yett 
whose grasping avarice would snatch 
the last morsel of bread from the un- 
fortunate, upon wlwm the fortunes of 
war have fallgi heavily. From the 
bereaved widow a'nd orphan children 
of the brave and heroic soldier who 
perished in battle, and whose chival- 
.rou{^ bones lic'bleaching onlhe plains 
■ of the bloody fields of the lale war; 
many of whom have never been honor 
ed with even so much as a grave in 
which to rest. 

The man obeying the promptings 
of self love — seeking his own — blind- 
ed to the interest of all around, 
should be condemned by the unani- 
mous v€icc of all good men the 
world over. While praise and im- 
mortality should be awarded him 
who scu-rns the accumulation of 
wealth, -to the rnin of his neighbors, 
and the destructicm of society, I 
would, with all my heart, implore 
divine blessings on him whose lofty 
soul prompts a sacrifice for the good 
of his suffering country%nen. 

What can be said to extenuate 
the actions of the deciple of Mam- 
mon, whose avaricious propensities 
burn in his ^darkened conscience, 
with an unconquerable thirst and 
and resistless sway, holding undis- 
puted possession of his narrow con- 
tracted soul ? Who in this perilous 
hour of our country's history, would 
reduce to starvation those of his 
•own blood and 4vindred, and wade 
ithrough an ocean of tearn, drawn 
irom suffering humanity around him? 
^'Stay thj righteous vengeance, 0, 
.Heaven ! — suffer not the earth to op- 
-en wide and swallow him up; spare 
^him ytt*a Httle wKUt, HhOt^Jie may re-, 
ipeni of Km great «m.7 

The mMij)tiraidoa8 Mid«ccuac4 
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Rpitit; brought to the sjirface by tliia- 
Keyolution, is an iosatiable thirst for 
^'filthy lucre*' — knowing no leniency 
nor niercy ff)r a poor conquered peo-- 
p\e-^plungcd. m the vale of jxoverty'^ 

The unprccedeiit^^d atnnunt of 
Utigation going on in all portions of 
our State, is an unmistakeahle sign 
of the calibre of the men who have 
come into possession of njost of the 
negotiabh^ paper in the country. By 
speculation, extortion, and othiTwise 
equally us criminal, the Hidcbtednei^s 
has been gathered into their pollut- 
ed hands, much of it by Ussiiig Con- 
federate money to carry on their me- 
ferious purposes, refusing to take it 
"where a man h*id land upon wliich 
they could lay their grasp after the 
war^ Gentlemen of the Legislature, 
this, is the class soon to swallow up 
this country. Shall they be allowed 
tO' do so? I say, no, never !f 

Compounding and comgromising 
debts,, without legislation, can never 
prove efficient, for it is noedless to 
appeal to those whose ears, are scal- 
ed up to tljc cries of humanity; 
whose eyes are closed to tlie heart-, 
rending scenes of poverty that sur* 
round tht-m.. The njan whose God 
•is mammon, at whose unholy shrine 
he is a devout worshipper — the pur- 
. pose of whose soul is to hoard up 
money— is well described by Milton;- 

'From <»rbs convulsed s-bonfd nU the planets fly, 
World crush on wwld »ind ocean mix with yky; 
Ue unconcerned would view ihefaliinjrwholei 
And 6till maintain the purpose of his kouI/' 

Is there one under the sound of 
my voice who will say no relief 
should be given the debtor;, when 
the property on which this indebted- 
jiess was based Jias been lost with- 
out fault of his; Tvithout his y^Wl or 
consent; without dishonesty oj^ the 
*|^f of the djcblgpf. If thpr^ ai:a 



SQjch present^, pardon me for a^ppeiir-.. 
i»g.' to. you by every obligation 
\yhich, you. owe to God, to your fel- 
low man, and to yourselves, to be 
certain the right is with you^ that, 
in. opposing relief, the duty is impe- 
rative, ere you enter on this cold 
hearted massacre of the dearest hopes 
of your fellow man. 

h\U\ lib(»rty and property were all. 
involved in the gigjtntia struggle 
from which we have just emerged. 
Would there be the least violation 
o£ the most exalted principles of mo- 
rality, to throw the negotiable paper 
in the scaht ? Dofs not justice be- 
iroecn man and mun, and honesty in 
the sight of God, alike dernand it? 

If, in an boixf of excited feeling» 
looking to selfiiEMiid self only,. making 
this your centre and cirsCumference, 
or, from othep i^easops, yoij^fa}! to act 
on this moma»tou8 question, as faith-, 
ful public servants thu^., wilfully 
consigning Uiousands of.the. gallant 
and the brava, the nobli^ and gener^ 
ous of our land.to fiducial rain, and 
afterwards disco V;ej; the deed was 
one of great moral, turpitude: that, 
the blood of the ii;^nocent polluted 
our hands; thatthq^cries of the fath-. 
erless were asce nd hi g to. Heaven, 
against you — oh, how could you si* 
lence the sad reproaches of a guilty, 
conscience, how atone for the wide* 
spread ruin and irreparable mischief 
— and how, as a p(?ople, efface from 
our fair esiutcheon th^. infamous 
stain that would bo . stamped upon 
us 1 Those who oppose, this cause 
are in imminent danger of erjror. In 
a duty 80 awfi^ly obligatory we 
should be sure w# come to^a* co.rrect 
conclusion. It is MpaPi to Q]cr«^bat 
4jiviue.V> forgiv.efc li? wft^ri^.t. «^U\ 



it should ever be on the side of 
mercy. 

If 1 know my own heart, I can 
say of a triitl), 1 w<Kild to God yoiiu^ 
system .or |>>hiii of a just and (.'(suita- 
ble relief could l>eiria(ip:uiated, witli- 
oiit the slightest possiijle irriUition 
to any good and fair-dealiug man 
—that this adjustUKMit could be 
possible withiKit pecuniary loss to a 
iingle human heiii^^ who deserves 
ibe m.mey. This bein^an impossi- 
l»iliry, aiid wich is the frailt^' and 
depravity of luiman nature i*i its 
most eTilight««ied form, to await the 
day when no hostility shall be *irray- 
od would be vanity in the extwAie. 

I should do violejice to my own 
conscience, proye faithless to jny 
<»wn iieart, werx3 I, from the fears of 
the frowns of ttie opuVnt, or intimi- 
d^ition by false accusations Itiat I 
week my own self interest, to refrain 
from the utterance of my sentiments 
and feelin<<8, when tiwi happiiuess airti 
temporal salvation of my frieJids, 
neighbors and fellow-countrymen w 
VI imminent perii. 

These peiiple are my associates, 
fellow sufferers in the vale of pov- 
(»rt}? — among whom I expect to live 
and raise my family, and with whom 
I h(»pe when life's ileeting day is 
3)a8t — to pay the last tribute of na- 
ture; My sympathi(^s are with the 
unfortunate, the poor, the d(*stitute. 
I have and. will avow my ftielings 
and sentiments in their behalf just 
so loog as there remains the baseless 
labric of a vision upon which to rest 
my hopes of succiess to the cause I 
have honestly espoused. 

AH (juestions of a political char* 

acter sink dowq to insignificance 

whon compared to this. Without 

v«?^'/ /^* /ef^ iviJJ swaIJow up the 



many; the poor become poorer, th(^ 
rich richer. The foundations of so- 
ciety torn asunder, gloomy shadows 
overspread the l.md frotn the Sf;a- 
board to the mountains 0. then* 
my (^ountrymen^ sImuM w(» not all 
be united on this great Inimanitarian 
cause of giving relief, where iti(»xo- 
rable justice between man and man 
and in the sight of higli Heaven 
alike demand. We have been di- 
vided b.jtween ourselves in times 
past, on questions now l)uried in ob- 
livion. Those whf) favored were 
honest alike with those who <.pposed. 
the action which involved us in a 
mighty war, and deluged tin* land 
in binod. / allude to the yeomanry, 
the virtuous toiling millions of these 
States. 

Gentlemen of the L(^gislature; 
There is a g Mid old maxim, * Where 
there is a will th're is a way," and 
still another — "Equity knows no 
wrong wilh<mt a remedy." We 
profess to be heirs of liberty. It is. 
the crowning glory of all rcpuidican 
governments, that all political p.iwei 
rests in the hands of the peo[)lc.— 
But it would indeed be a libel on 
that hallowed term were it ijnpossi- 
ble f(»r the suffering millicms to ob- 
tain relief from the financial troubles 
which aftilet the land. 

The landed projie^ty in our State, 
without Legislative action at this 
session of the Legislature, would soon 
fdll into the hands of a few moneyed 
men — if it were possible for the de- 
cre(»8 of our Courts to be executed. 
And if this mighty storm should 
burst forth in terrific violence on 
the devoted heads of our people, th(* 
blame will rest upon those placed in 
authority as guardians of the public 
ffooi 
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While many creditors are not dis- 
l^osed to press th«iir debtors to the 
wall, knowinj^ there is no money in 
the land, no help at hand, (and this 
rlasH have acted with a nia^i^nanimi- 
1y worthy of conunenflulioii,) yet 
there are discipU's of Muinnion who 
Imvc in all a^cs of tlic^ worl 1 cursed 
mankind — deaf to the cries of a por- 
iflhing orplian — upon whose ears the 
wail of a poor, bereaved widow has 
no restraining pow<T, Oh, let this 
flood of evil be stayed, this murky 
tide be dyked, or tlu? people will be 
consuniod by the seoichinj;- (ire and 
burning avarice of these nicn! 

Th(:re are those wiio ncknowlcdge 
the justice of **R(dief,'' and its ac- 
complishmont possible, were it not 
for that clause of the United >tate8 
Constitition forbiddinj^ any State 
passing- a law ifnpairing the obliga- 
tion oi private contracts. In my 
opinion, Relief is possible without 
conflict with that instrument. 

No constitutional authority on 
oarth could tree the negro, but 
Georgia, in the sovereign capacity 
of a (jonvention, by the ratifiration 
of the Constitutional Amendment 
abolishing slavoiy, jiow, henceforth 
and for^'vcr — The mighty levcu* that 
moved in majestic grandLrur the ])on- 
drous wheels of Southern industry, 
has been stricken down. (Georgia 
can violate her contracts by repudi- 
ation of eighteen millions of her 
people's money; strip them of capi- 
tal and resources on which these 
debts were based; authorize, by act 
of the Legislature, the Treasurer to 
«ell State bonds, and then kill tiio 
same in your hands, and hold you 
responsible; set you to delve and 
toil the balance of your life to bring 
forth the money destroyed. If there 
<?\rer caij. hq ^n infringetmeat ou the 



finprcmc law of the land, 
in securing reli«tf,. that work has 
heoti conMummated already, and we 
only need lawn to relieve uh now of 
the (Oppression and anomalous cir- 
cumstances under which it has 
placed us. 

This matter of relief was a work 
for the Jt<'con«tructioii Conventi-m. 
but it is passing strange to sa^, no 
nnm in that august l>ody of recou- 
structorn would deign to raise hia 
voice for the tcdiing millions. They 
must be rtiluced to bankruptcy, and 
t; ke the place of the negn., as a va- 
cancy had jnst been made by giving 
him his ireediim. Reconstruction 
is not, nor never will be complete tin- 
iH this matter is settled by law — 
tilings must be made to liarmonize, 

1 woiihl remark, just upon thif(- 
point, if the Union was supreme, the 
author and maker of the Static, the 
arg 'inent might be regarded a9 
plausible that no relief was possible; 
but as the Suites made the Union^ 
it is therefore impossible the crea- 
ture can have a divine right to ruk? 
the creator, in matters involving lier. 
own internal alTairs. 

"1 have no commisseration for 
princes, but my sympafliies are re- 
served ft)r the great mass of man- 
kind.'' This was the language of 
our unrivalled statesman, the prince 
of American orati»rs; and should be 
the motto of every Hepresentative 
man i]) this Ri'f)ublican land of otirs. 
The toiling njillions. deserve sym- 
pathy, succor and aid; and the man. 
whose heart does not boat for this 
class is unworthy oi placc-or power:, 
and if unfortunately such aniun now 
holds position or authority, he should; 
be hurled back into obscurity for- 
ever, by the righteous indiguatiou 
of a tree people^ 



The matt who ha» ToluntftTtilv tak- 

«n upon hiaself the vast reeponsi* 

bilily to be incurred te a repreeenta- 

tiYe of the people, shoeld posnees no 

narrow^cont^lcted views, but Bhonld 

cherish enlarged sympathies, look- 
ing abroad oil the eommunify with 

his eyes and ears open to the distress 

ofthc liumt>le8t of his constituents; to 

flee how much suJSering he can alle- 

riale and how much ^ood he can do. 

His great ruHng principle in all his 

official acts, should be smnpathy, fideli- 
ty, justice, mercy and mtmanity. 
Be who is rested with authority, 

and endowed with these estimable 

qnaHties will be aroused to action ; 

he ean no more refrain from action 

than *he ean violate the great laws of 

hii bein^; all the powers of mindL 

with «rhich tie nuty be invested bj 

iiature^a God, wiH bo brought int» 

exercise, to embrace the largest nu^m- 

ber of unfortunate and the widest posr^ 
sible sphere of suffering. 

My eonntryroen— let your imagi^ 
nations survey the field, look abroad 
over an impoverwhed and desolated 
land, a howhng wilderness of desola- 
tion meets -^onr saddening gaze, 
millions of oaf race and color, blood 
and kindred conquered, vanquished 
and poverty stricken. Three-fburtha 
of the wealth of these States lost for- 
ever without remuneration; while 
millions upon millions of personal 
indebtedness exists, concentrated in 
the ihands of capitalists, who will 
«ho<w no'cleroeney, 

Theae claims were based on the 
'negro and other property lost by 
tbb disastrous results of the war; and 
ytX it is true the late Convention took 
310 action to save the country from 

Ivankniptcy! And ean it be true that .„ _ .. 

How. JeokiiM!* seven jneoibeia o( the jriljprbm md S^avtipanlu^ jmtK 



BkMiee, and a few in the Senate,, 
would give our people not a day to 
work out, but consign them to the 
vale of poverty without a tear? Oh! 
is there a philanthropist, patriot — 
whatever naay be his calling or sta^ 
tion in life — who cannot shed tears 
of blood over tlie appalling distress 
brought upon our afflicted land ? 

In the burn.ng words and lofty 
eloquence of the bard and romancer 
of Nurth' Britain, I would exclaim: 

** liives there a man, so cold and dead, 
Who never to hinrselfhath said, 
'This is my own, my native hind ?' " 

No man, who loves a Republican 
Government, or believes in it, can 
have any synvpathy for a despotism, 
which is known to be the deadliest 
enemy to liberty that afflicts the 
«artb. But whenever the people of 
Geoigia drift headlong into a landed 
ajistocracy, they are at once crushed 
down under the iron heel of a 
despotism of the most direful charac- 
ter. Mark the prediction. The war. 
with its horrors, has passed 
away; the fife and drum supplanted 
by the more welcome sounds of the 
anvil and the forge; industry, in all 
its varied Uranches, in feebleness 
struggling to rise. The masses of 
our people have nothing left but 
their homes. Their lauds arc now 
their sole dependence, from which a 
scanty subsistance may be d(>rived 
bv great industry, self denial and rig- 
id economy. 

Oh, ahall they be deprived of this 
humble inheritance, be relluced to 
fifty acres of red hilla and yawning 
gullies, to add toithe well filled cof^ 
fers of the extortioner, the speculator 
on negotiable mper, and thus be 
turned out upon iho wide world as 



A distinguished rtrator and 8tate»- 
»an of a former generation on acer** 
tain important occasion, used this 
lofty sentiment with surpassing elo- 
quence: **/ aspire to possess a stout 
rmrt and a steady eye, that can sur- 
vey unmoved and' undaunted any 
mere personal peril that can assail 
this poor transient, perishing frame. 
But 1 cannot lav myself doivn in the 
ivay of the wellfare and happiness of 
my country. I cannot for my perso^ 
nal benefit, or self aggrandizement 
. check her onward march to greatness 
and glory, /would not, I dare not 
lie down and place my body across The 
path that leads my country to pros- 
perity and happiness ^ 

This is that higher and nobler 
eourage;laying aside all sordid in- 
ierest, a weak pusillanimous spirit; 
daring to stand up boldly as a patriot 
and philanthropist, ready and will- 
ing to sacrifice his own for his coun- 
try's good. 

It is the bird of night that warbles 
Its inharmonious strains in the mid- 
night gloom and solitude of the for- 
est, fearing to burst for.h its hideous 
rounds amid the open light of day. 
But the eagle that brushes its wine 
against the cloud, bathes its plumes 
on the misty mountain's top and 
looks boldly in the face of the sun. 

This question of Relief is a momen- 
tous one, addressing itself to every 
honest heart and intelligrent mind.— 
Especially the man honored by the 
suffrages of the people to guide the 
helm of State, should reflect dispas. 
sionately that the ends of justice may 
be attained, making a fair compari- 
son of its certain or probable ills 
with its possible gains, and then pro- 
nonnce the sentence with justice, hu- 
HiBiiitjr and policy demand, and a 



wifiMn^ disheartmod' people- wilf 
Mess that decisiom. 

We live for the future, not the- 
past. litis a sacred. duty to provide 
for ourselves, andj eur posterity; to.^ 
make the world* beUer and happier 
around us^ to fcabr.r for the greatness*, 
glory and prosperity, of the land that 
has given us birth;." The existence- 
of society and preservation of. our 
race hantjs on this question. 

While our heart-felt sympathies* 
should xm\ out for all nation.** and 
people ground down to tyranny and.' 
misrule, and if within our power aid: 
tob^reafc the chains with wluoh they 
are- bound, oh let us not fonget the 
duties we owe our own couniry, are^ 
only secondary to the duties we owe- 
our God. 

His Excellency addressed- a spe- 
cial message* to your bcAy,,. at your 
last session,, favoring relief of the- 
Banks, and gave all the weiglit of his* 
official influe»ce, even by a vetOi. 
against allowing one single hour for- 
the people to work oirt their enor- 
mous liabilities. It may be said he was. 
governed by conscientiois motives — 
the Stay law was in his opiniom^ nn- ' 
constitutional. Now, search with all 
the strenifth of your naturnl vision,, 
aided by the most {^♦vverful micros, 
scopic assistance, and tell nie how it 
cai» be just and constitutional to re- 
lieve corporations of }iaA)ilitiea and.) 
penalties, and not the peoj^lel. The 
policy of tKe Executive wouixL leave- 
the debtor at the mercy of the credit? 
or. while the latter is more to be- 
blamed for this indebtedness. 

Every public man should pos#esff' 
that high ennobling, exalted and sub- 
lime emotion reigning supreme over 
the heart of a patriot, whose absorb- 
ing and soul transporting thought \^ 
the ffpgd and glory of his'country. — 



That patriotism, indebted to heaven 
for its inspiration, soaring far away 
at an immeRSur;4bIe distance above 
ail prevailing self interests. This my 
country mm, and this alone, is public 
virtue. 

Some men talk and act as if the 
people were made for the govern- 
ment, and not the government for 
the people. It is a truthful saying 
ihar the worst form of government 
in the world is a military despotism, 
but the most heartless and despica- 
ble form of dt»spotism on earth, is 
capital concentrated in the hands of 
the few, for the oppression and dep- 
redation of the many. Is there not 
danger of our being drifted into this 
whirlpool of ruin ? 

Tlie mighty conflictof arms which 
baptized this continent in bload, has 
been alike destructive of property 
and human life; mourning and sor- 
row has visited almost every house- 
hohl We are niw among the poor- 
est people on earlh. 'J'he bright lu- 
minary of heaven in liis majestic 
progress round the world, shed's not 
his checrinff rays on a people once 
so prosperous now so poor, 

I hold it to be a great ruling prin- 
ciple, that every individual or asso- 
ciation (if individuals, has the tiatu- 
right to make and enforce such laws, 
as may he most promotive of its own 
social and domestic policy. So long 
as such laws do nrtt affect tthe inali- 
enable rights of others or the great 
natural law. 

Every State is entitled to, and 
should be left, to the free exercise 
of its own discretion in the inaugn* 
ration and maintenance of such reg- 
ulations as may be desip^ned for its 
uw'w domestic policy. Only h^t this 
o-rand principle be denied, and the 
>rJjt>le theory of self'-government 
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falls prostrate to the ground. 

This principle in founded oh tratb, 
with reason and jnst'ce. What 
can be more unreasonable ox unjust 
than to compel a people to submit 
to laws absolutely oppressive and 
d«'privc them of all power to reme- 
dy the evil ? 

Each independent State, so far a« 
the establishment and preservation 
of its 'iwn domestic rules are con- 
cerned, must stand in the relation 
of a forei^i'n government to all ibe 
world. Upon these grand and glo- 
rious principles is laid the very 
foundation of good society, and 
forms the chief corner-stone of civil 
and religious liberty. 

There are some delfts that should 
bo paid—many that should not — 
The creditors of the country, v^ho 
have been indulgent would realiae 
more money by wiping out all coer- 
cive measures of law, than if no rt- 
lief were given. The hearth^ss 
sharper who has run his clain)s into 
execution would bankrupt the coun- 
try, and leave nothing for any, oiid 
else. 

I have often heard the question 
propounded, **where is the justic(» in 
depriving the creditor for the sake 
of the debtor ?" But ah ! there is a 
very great difference. The debtor 
class are the masses; the creditor 
the excepti(m, nine-tenths of whom 
— were they to lose evcjry dollar — 
would still live comfortably, and be, 
by far, the richest people in the 
country.' 

Millions of these claims are due 
in Confederate scrip, or bought with 
the same on speculation. This ac- 
cursed traffic was carried on during 
the war by a set of soulless, monied 
mongers — peering sharply in the 
dim, misty future, these blood-suck'^ 



journment ofthe Reconstruction Con- 
vention, looking abroad over our des* 
olated land; seeing tfi at about threes 
'fourths (»f the wealth of onr poople 
had been d stroyed by emancipation, 
State repudiation, by fire and the 
sword: while millions of personal 
indebtedness was in existence based 
on property thus destroyed. I was 
led 10 inquire what should, and must 
be done to save our people from fi- 
nancial ru i n . Those of my own blood 
and kindred race and color. 

1 llioiight from the signs looming 
up in the horizon, unless relief be 
given, a vast majority of the bone 
and sinew, the patriotic, the generous, 
the sole repOs lory of a national hon- 
or and a^ national glory; those upon 
whom perils and hardships of^ the 
late bloody struggle had fallen with 
peculiar violence — must sink down 
inevitably into the vail of poverty 
without Lejrislative intervention. — 
And that a rigorous enforcement of 
existing laws, by a co ordinate branch 
ofthe Government, would be a death 
blow to the people,, and place them 
far below a level, ofthe millions f)f 
the manumitted Afric^an race, in their 
financial affairs. 

In the conterpplation of this solemn 
subject, the exclamation has often 
crossed my m nd: Great God, shield 
our people from the violence of the 
impending storm — from the iron • 
hearted grasp of a few lui-ky monied 
men, who wfll show no mercy — upon 
the alter of whose darkened souls 
not a spai*k of humanity has ever 
shown, with its benignant rays* 

With profound reverence, I would 
implore the searcher of all hearts, to 
purge oat every pulsation of mine 
that beats not high in the cause of 
ieif il liberty. But 1 must say, I pre 
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fer the liberty of my own to thwl oP' 
any other country; and the liberty of 
my own to that of any other race. — 
A vast majority of our people are in- 
volved, and without relief y will in fu- 
ture only know what freedom is by 
name, not in reality. No man in 
debt is a freeman, the dearest boon 
known to our poor, faUen, perishing 
humanity. 

In retrospection the mighty past, 
I have in vain sought to bring to 
lij^ht, one solitary instance, amidst 
the uprising and downfall of empires 
and nations, recorded on the annals 
of history, from the present eventful 
period down the long dim vista of 
the world's progress f<»r six thousand 
years to Creation's early dawn, to 
find a parallel for the present anoma- 
lous position of our nice and people, 
in these so*<called rebellious States 
which have just emerged from a 
bloody and destructive revolution, 
which will be known as the great 
American rebellion of the 1 9th cen- 
tury. 'J'ho learned historian might 
rummaj/e the archives of ancient lore 
— plough up the whole classic field 
of antiquity in vain to find its 
parallel. 

I appear before you this cveniug. 
not in the capacity of an oflice-seek- 
er, or a politician; but as one of the 
people from the private walks of life, 
only profesrting to know something 
ofthe wretched condition and neces- 
sities of my unfortunate lellow-coun- 
trymen. 1 know this subject tobt 
one of vital moment, affecting the 
I resent and future generations. One 
in which almost every man, woman, 
and child are either directly or re- 
motely concerned. Twelve months 
ago, 1 was deeply impressed with the 
vast importance involred m ihui a&.Q»- 
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journraent bf the ReGonstruction Con- 
vention, looking abroad over our des- 
olated land; seeing that about threes 
fourths of the wealth of our poople 
had been d stroyed by emancipation, 
State repudiation, by fire and the 
sword: while millions of personal 
indebtedness was in existence based 
on property thus destroyed. I was 
led to inquire what should, and must 
be done to save our people from fi- 
nancial ruin. Those of my own blood 
and kindred race and color. 

1 llioiight from the signs looming 
up in the horizon, unless relief be 
given, a vast maj(»rity of the bone 
and sinew, the patriotic, the generous, 
the sole repOs lory of a national hon- 
or and a national glory; those upon 
whom perih and hardships of^ the 
late bloody struggle h^d fallen with 
peculiar violence— must sink down 
inevitably into the vail of poverty 
without Lejrislative intervention. — 
And that a rig.»rous enforcement of 
existing laws, by a co ordinate branch 
of the Government, would be a death 
blow to the people,, and place them 
far below a level, of the millions of 
the manumitted African race, in their 
financial affairs. 

In the conteqiplation of this solemn 
subject, the exclamation has often 
crossed my m nd: Great God, shield 
our people from the violence of the 
impending storm — from the iron . 
hearted grasp of a few lurky monied 
men, who will show no mercy — upon 
the alter of whose darkened souls 
not a spark of humanity has ever 
shown, with its benignant rays. 

With profound reverence, I would 
implore the searcher of all hearts, to 
purge out every pulsation of mine 
that beats not high in the cause of 
^if il liberty* But 1 must tfay, I pre 
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fer the liberty of my own to thwl o^ 
any other country; and the liberty of 
my own to that of any other race. — 
A vast majority of our people are in- 
volved, and without reliefs will in fu- 
ture only know what freedom is by 
name, not in reality. No man in 
debt is a freeman^ the dearest boon 
known to our poor, fcdlen, penshing 
humanity. 

In retrospection the mighty past, 
I have in vain sought to bring to 
lij^ht, one solitary instance, amidst 
the uprising and downfall of empires 
and nations, recorded on the annals 
of history, from the present eventful 
period down the long dim vista of 
the world's progress f<»r six thousand 
years to Creation's early dawn, to 
find a parallel for the present anoma- 
lous position of our nice and people, 
in these so'^'called rebellious States 
which have just emerged from it 
bloody and destructive revolution, 
which will be known as the great 
American rebellion of the 19th cen- 
tury. 'J'ho learned historian might 
rummaj/e the archives of ancient lore 
— plough up the whole classic field 
of antiquity in vain to find its 
parallel. 

I appear before you this evening, 
not in the capacity of an office-seek- 
er, or a politician; but as one of the 
people from the private walks of life, 
only professing to know something 
of the wretched condition and neces- 
sities of my unfortunate lellow-coun- 
trymen. 1 know this subject tobc- 
one of vital moment, affecting the 
I resent and future gt-nerations. Onc- 
in which almost every man, woman, 
and child are either directly or re- 
motely concerned. Twelve months 
ago, 1 was deeply impressed with the 
vast importance invol?ed in this mo- 
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duced to insolvency, enterprise and 
iudustry will be paralized, and a 
universal spirit of despondency 
overshadow the land. The farmer 
is the bone and sinew of the country. 
Wher» he prospers, all others reap 
the reward of his prosperity; when 
he fails it is known and felt through- 
out the land. Sh«>uld his hopes fee 
blasted, tlie earth at his bidding re^ 
fuse to yield forth her abundance, 
then starvation would stalk abroad, 
witli pnnderons tread, amidst univer- 
sal desolation — the earth hersell be 
draped in mourning, and the perish- 
ing millions of the world's teeming 
population cry out in wild despair. 

Oh! ^llall this hitherto thrifty and 
noble class, honest toiling yeomanry, 
who earn their bread by the sweat 
of their brow, vvlmse stiflened fingers 
,and Hun-browned countenances tell 
of their laborious calling ; who 
know nothing of inlr lines to seek 
&dvantaj^es of their f *llow man or 
their. (jwn self agj^randizement, I 
repeat hhall they now be depriviid of 
all that is desirable in life ; their 
joyous prospects forever blasted ; 
tied hand an<l foot, cast into outer 
darkness, to grope their way along- 
lifes toils(»rae journey, and finally 
sink down into an ui^timely grave, 
unwept, uahonored and unsung. 

Failure of crops, heavy taxation 
and the streightened circumstances 
of our people, places it out of their 
power, as now required, to pay the 
fourth of all their debts. A contin- 
uance then of the stay law becomes 
an absolute necessity, even if noth 
ing more was done to prevent the 
sacrifice of property for debts made 
during and betore the war, or law- 
leas desperation and bloodshed will be 
/^ i/ievitable consequence. 



If the Legislature fail to take a<i- 
tion, or the Supreme Court declare 
null and void the stay law, then a 
Convention of the people to save 
themselves is the alternative to 
avert great trouble and a sci^ne ot 
terror. During the late bloody 
d'-aiua, even in the darkest hours of 
the struggle — while the storm wai 
howling in all its fury, a high regard 
for law and order was observed, un^ 
paralleltid in the world's history. — 
But (lark will be the day when the de- 
crees of Courts are disregarded and 
lawlessness reigns supreme. 

This matter of Relief to the Peo- 
ple, reaches the hearthstone of every 
family. Those not affooted in a pe* 
cuniaiy sense cannot be otherwis* 
than deeply concerned for the pre* 
servatioji of our race and the salva^ 
tion of S(iciety. I cannot believ* 
there is a solitary member of tb« 
Georgia Legislature who will say 
by word or action, / will not trust 
the people. 

Jt bi>und down by constitutional 
restrictions, throw this vast respon- 
sibility back upf)n the sovereign 
people and your skirts willbe clear, 
wljjitever may be your own peculiar 
views* Oh no, my countrymen, live 
or die, survive or perish, let ua 
never be afraid to tru.vt the people. 
I would not presume to dictate td 
this lUinoKable body — my object be- 
ing to present the necessity, rath«r 
than the practibility ol this great 
question. Yet I would venture to 
suggest, if you doubt your jurisdic-^ 
tion in the premises, policy and 
wisdom demand its reference to a 
botly elected with a view to its 
adjusiment. 

Tens of thousands of our peopkt 
failed to vote at the last election) 



journment ofthe Reconstruction Con- 
veution, looking abroad over our des* 
olated land; seeing tfi at about three<« 
'fourths (»f the wealth of our poople 
had been d stroyed by emancipation, 
State repudiation, by fire and the 
sword: while millions of personal 
indebtedness was in existence based 
on property thus destroyed. I was 
led 10 inquire what sljould, and must 
be done to save our people from fi- 
nancial ruin. Those of my own blood 
and kindred race and color, 

1 thought from the sig»is looming 
up in the horizon, unless relief be 
given, a vast majority of the bone 
and sinew, the patriotic, the generous, 
the sole repOs lory of a national hon- 
or and a^nntional glory; those upon 
whom perils and hardships of^ the 
late bloody struggle had fallen with 
peculiar violence — must sink down 
inevitably into the vail of poverty 
without Lejrislative intervention. — 
And that a rig.»rous enforcement of 
existing laws, by a co ordinate branch 
of the Government, would be a death 
blow to the people,, and place them 
far below a level, of the millions of 
the manumitted Afric^an race, in their 
financial affairs. 

In the conterpplation of this solemn 
subjeft, the exclamation has often 
crossed my m nd: Great God, shield 
our people from the violence of the 
impending storm — from the iron • 
hearted grasp of a few lurky monied 
men, who wfll«how no mercy — upon 
the alter of whose darkened souls 
not a spar'k of humanity has ever 
shown, witli its benignant rays* 

With profound reverence, I would 
implore the searcher of all hearts, to 
purge out every pulsation of mine 
that beats not high in the cause of 
leif il liberty. But 1 must «ay, I pre 
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fer the liberty of my own to thwl oP' 
any other country; and the liberty of 
my own to that of any other race. — 
A vast majority of our people are in- 
volved, and without relief y will in fu- 
ture only know what freedom is by 
name, not in reality. No man in 
debt is a freeman, the dearest boon 
known to our poor, fallen, penshing 
humanity. 

In retrospection the mighty past, 
I have in vain sought to bring to 
lij^ht, one solitary instance, amidst 
the uprising and downfall of empires 
and nations, recorded on the annals 
of history, from the present eventful 
period down the long dim vista of 
the world's progress f<»r six thousand 
years to Creation's early dawn, to 
find a parallel for the present anoma- 
lous position of our nice and people, 
in these so*<called rebellious State^' 
which have just emerged from a 
bloody and destructive revolution, 
which will be known as the great 
American rebellion of the 19th cen- 
tury. 'J'he learned histc^riaii might 
rummat^e the archives of ancient lore 
— plough up the whole classic field 
of antiquity in vain to find its 
parallel. 

I appear before you this cveniug. 
not in the capacity of an ofBce-seek- 
er, or a politician; but as one of the 
people from the private walks of life, 
only profesrting to know something 
of the wretched condition and neces- 
sities of my unfortunate lellow-coun- 
trymen. 1 know this subject to- bt 
one of vital moment, affecting the 
I resent and future generations. One 
in which almost every man, woman, 
and child aro either directly or re- 
motely concerned. Twelve months 
ago, 1 was deeply impressed with the 
vast importance invoired in this mo- 
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and politic, sdfletii to the wonder^ 
ful change that^ias been wrought. 
We should not await the passage of 
a Bankrupt law, which would fnot 
meet our condition if adopted, aor 
should our people be reduced to this 
humiliating extremitj'. 

His Excellency, the Govei'nor,'has 
)iot even made the most distant al- 
lusion in his message, to this vital 
subject of Relief. This strange 
omission will strike the people of 
Georgia with profound astonish- 
ment. We find, however, in read- 
ing through the voluminous pages 
of that document, judicious counsel 
on our national affairs. 

He says : 'It behooves us above all, 
to keep ourselaes in proper relation 
with the Supreme Ruler of the uni^ 
verseJ*^ It is true, while murky 
clouds overshadow our political ho- 
rizon, and muttering thunders are 
•lieard in the distance. We are but 
inactive observers of the mighty 
•events transpiring, and must recline 
upon that Almighty being — 

" That rides upon the stormy sky, 
And calms the roaring seas." 

Our people are groping their way 



in dai^kness, ^weighed down ifli 
'agony of soul. Many of the noblest 
'of earth among the aged are being 
'buried, and'many have already been 
•borne to the' grave by the heartrend- 
ing' contemplation of iHoME lost for" 
-ever. In this perishing world of 
frail humanity, no word in the vo- 
'cabulary of language lights up tbo 
heart with so great delight. But 
^h, iDhat gloomy shaclxjWs enshroud 
theaoul tvhen all that is dear in life 
has pastataay. 

Gentlemen of the -Legislature, I 
stand in this time honored old capi- 
tol of the glorious Commonwealth of 
Georgia, where I stood nearly 
twelve months ago, pleading this 
cause of humanity and civilization. 
And I will beg leave to say in con- 
clusi.m, if our ruin is to be consu- 
matedjthe great masses of our unfor- 
tunate race to be crushed down, 
turned houseless, homele^ wanderers 
on the earth, oh, let not your gar- 
ments be stained WITH BLOOD 
WRENCHED FKOM the HEARTS 
OF YOUR POOR, CONQUERED 
POVERTY-STRICKEN COUN- 
TRYMEN.* 



This' book should be returned to 
the liibnucy on or before the last date 
stamped below. 

'a fine of five cents a day is inonrred 
by retaining it beyond the specified 
time. > \ 

Please return promptly. 
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